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LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSIONS: MINISTER KEEPS RETIREMENT PROTECTION UNTIL 2020

UNISON welcomed the announcement by Minister Phil Woolas to Parliament today (15 June) that a vital protection in the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) will be retained until 2020.

Following relentless campaigning by UNISON, an existing protection whereby workers can retire on an unreduced pension if their age and years of service together totals 85 or over (known under the current scheme as the Rule of 85), will be retained when the new LGPS is rolled out next year and run until 2020; not until 2016 as the government originally proposed. This welcome move brings the LGPS into parity with Scotland.

UNISON North West Head of Local Government, Ray Short, said:

³Our campaign has delivered many improvements to the new pension scheme, but winning this extension to 2020 was absolutely critical for our members. This has been a long and difficult negotiation but these improvements are attributable to delivering effective industrial action, hard work and highly successful campaigning of our branches and negotiators for over two years.²

The UNISON annual local government conference opens in Brighton this Sunday (17 ​ 18 June) when delegates will meet to consider the LGPS and its provisions. 

The UNISON local government service group organises around 760,000 members and represents the largest group of union members covered by the LGPS.

Further information: Please contact Bob Brown 07985290781.

